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H .OLYWSLL  HUI^AL  D I S T R I C T G 0 U N C I L. 


To: 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Holywell  Rural  District 
Council . 

Ladies  & Gentleinen, 

I have  -oleaeure  in  submitting  to  you  my  report  upon 
the  health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Holywell  for  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1952. 


I wish  to  ecknowledgG  the  help  given  by  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  preparation  of  sections  C,  D, 
and  E of  the  Report,  an  d by  the  Engineer  for  his 
part  of  Section  C. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  as  a 
whole,  and  the  Officers  of  the  Council,  for  their 
generous  assistance  to  me  throughout  the  year. 


I remain, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentloncn, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  D.J.  ERASER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
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Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28848020 


ANMJAI'  report  1952. 


The  !RegistrijbT-G-enerol^  s mid-yoar  ostimato  of 
the  population  was  22,580,  compared  with  22,340 
in  1951.  The  number  of  live-births  fell  from 
372  in  1951  to  346  in  1952,  giving  a birth  rate  of 
15.46.  This  is  above  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  was  15.3  (provisional). 

There  wore  8 still-births,  as  in  1951,  giving 
a still-birth  rate  ncr  1000  population  of  0.35, 
which  is  also  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  288,  compared 
with  315  in  1951.  The  crude  death-rate  was  12.86 
per  1,000  population,  compared  with  14.10  in  19  51. 

There  was  one  death  associo  ted  v/ith  pregnancy 
and  childbirth,  giving  a maternal  death-rate  of 
2.82  por‘ 1,000  live  and  still  births. 

It  will  be  seen  that  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  circulatory  sgfstem  accounted  for  113  deaths, 
followed  by  vascular  lesions  of  tho  nervous 
system  with  58  and  cancer  with  42.  There  were 
no  deaths  due  to  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cou^, 
Meningitis,  Poliomyelitis  or  Measles.  10  deaths 
were  due  to  Pneumonia  and  3 to  Influenza* 

There  was  a fall  in  the  number  of  infantile 
deaths  from  14  to  10.  live  of  the  ten  were  under 
a month  old. 

There  were  25  new  notifications  of  Tuberculosl  s 
compared  with  28  in  1951.  During  the  year  a mass 
Radiography  Unit  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board 
visited  the  County.  The  response  of  the  public  was 
good.  In  addition  to  persons  14  years  of  age  and 
upwards,  largo  num^bers  were  examined  at  the  works 
and  factoiles  throughout  the, County.  It  is  hoped 
that  regular  visits  will  be  made  by  the  Unit  in  the 
future. 

There  were  241  cases  of  notifiable  diseases 
with  10  deaths  - all  from  Pneumonia.  Measles  and 
'Thooping  Cough  were  prevalent  during  the  year. 

(The  1951  total  of  notifiable  diseases  was  653). 
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SECTION  A 


social  Conditions  including  Chief  Indust ri es . 


Thoro  is  no  chanp,e  of  iiiroortancG  to  report  under  this 
heading  since  the  las t ,Tep02’t . 

Area  in  acres  : 58,000 

Population  (Pogistrnr  Creneral’s  Estimate) : 

Mid-year  1952  - 22,380 

Mid-yoar  1951  - 2S,340 

Census  1951  - 22,324 

Number  of  inhabited  Houses:  7,300 

Rateable  Value:  £93,349 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate:  £355 


Vital  Statistics. 


These  arc  presented  in  tabular  form.  Eor  the  purpose 
of  comparison  figures  for  last  year  are  given,  and,  uhere 
aupropriate,  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  as  a ?:hole. 


Live-births . 

Mai  es 

Table  1. 

Females 

Legitimate 

154 

176 

Illegi tima  tc 

r 

8 

Totals . 

162 

184 

Live-birth  rate  per 

1,000 

■nopulation: 

1952  - 15.46 

1951  - 16.65 


To  tals 
330 
16 
1^46 


England  and  Wales  : Live-births  per  1,000  population: 

1952  (provisional)  15.3 
1951  15.5 


The  birth-rate  fof  England  and  Wales  continues 
to  fall;  that  for  Holyweil  Rural  District  shous  a slight 
fall.  The  number  of  live-births  was  346  compared  --rith 
372  in  1951. 


Still-births.  Table  2. 

Males  Females  Totals 

Legitimate  4 

Illegitimate  ~ ~ ~ 

Totals  4 8 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still-births: 

1952  - 22.59 

1951  - 21.05 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

1952  - 0.35 

1951  - 0.35 


England  and  Wales,  Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  population: 


195  2 (provisional)  0.3  5 
1951  0.36 


The  number  of  still-births  was  8 cewnparod  with  8 
in  1951. 


I believe  that  this  number  could  bo  further  reduced 
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if  prospective  mothers  mode  full  use  of  the 
focilities  available  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  - antenatal  attention  either  from  the 
Family  Doctor,  the  County  Council’s  Clinics,  or  from 
the  Hospitals’  Clinic. 

Deaths  (General)  Rate. 

Table  5. 

"~'T.a  1 G s F erne  1 e s Total 
All  ages  (all  causes)  152  136  288 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

1952  - 12*86 

1951  - 14.10 

England  and  Wales  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population*. 

1952  (provisional)  11.3 

1951  12.5 

There  has  been  a fall  in  the  death  rate  as 
compared  with  1951.  There  were  288  deaths  compared 
with  315  in  1951.  Applying  the  Registrar  General’s 
comparability  factor  (which  helps  to  make  a true 
comparison  between  the  rates  in  the  various  areas  of  the 
country)  the  death  rate  is  reduced  to  11.18  per  1,000 
•oonulation  which  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

Table  4. 


Deaths  (General)  Anailysis. 
Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Total . 

Rate  per 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

1,000 

ponulation 

0.08 

Other  Tuberculosis 

- 

1 

1 

0.04 

Other  accidents 

6 

4 

10 

0.44 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

- 

1 

1 

0.04 

Pregnancy,  childbirth 
abortion 

1 

1 

0.04 

Malignant  Neoplasm  stomach 

6 

5 

11 

0.49 

" " lung,.broncus 

2 

— 

2 

0,08 

” ” breast 

- 

4 

4 

0.17 

” ” uterus 

— 

1 

1 

0.04 

Other  malignant  and 

l3nnphatic  neoplasms 

17 

7 

24 

1.07 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

2 

2 

0.08 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

0.04 

Vascular  lesions  nervous 

system 

27 

31 

58 

2.59 

Coronary  disease.  Angina 

28 

17 

45 

2.01 

Hyper  tension  with  heart 

di sease 

6 

5 

11 

0.49 

Other  heart  diseases 

^5 

23 

48 

2.14 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

4 

9 

0.40 

Influenza 

3 

3 

0.13 

Pneumonia 

5 

5 

10 

0.44 

Bronchiti s 

4 

2 

6 

0.26 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

3 

5 

0.22 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

0.08 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & 
diarrhoea 

Nephritis  & Nephrosis 

2 

3 

5 

0.22 

Hyperplasia  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

0.08 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

3 

3 

0.13 

Other  defined  and  illdefined 

d i sGasGs 

10 

11 

21 

0.93 

Totals:  152  136  288 
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The  Tuberculosis  death-rate  nas  -half  that  for 
England  and  Tales  as  a TThole, 

There  were  3 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  compared  ^^ith 
4 in  1951.  It  ■',’7111  be  seen  that  the  commonest  cause 
of  death  vies  disease  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  systoin, 
^ith  113  deaths.  'Text  cane  vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system  mth  58  follovred  by  Cancer  vrith  42.  Of  deaths 
due  to  infectious  or  notifiabl a diseases,  10  v?cre  due 
to  Pneumonia  and  3 to  Influenza.  Tlicrc  vrere  no  deaths 
from  Diphtheria,  vniooning  Cough,  Meningitis,  Poliomyelitis 
or  Measles.  11  deaths  nere  due  to  accident,  one  being 
a motor  accidoi';.t.  'Diere  ■■ore  no  cases  of  suicide. 

Table  5. 


PGa~<^bs:  Gauses  associated  uilh  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 

and  abortion. 

Tnere  was  one  death  fro'm  those  causes  - infection 
follovjing  abortion. 

Table  G. 

Death  Rato  (Infantile)  i.e.  Infants  under  one  year  old. 

Males  Pcmal  es  Total 

Legitimate  2 79 

Illegitimate  - 1 i 

Totals  2 8 10 


Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  li "vc-births ; 

1952  - 2C.90 

1951  - 37.63 

Infantile  Death  Rate  of  legitimate  babies  per  1,000 
legitimate  births: 

1952  - 27.27 

1951  - 36.21 


Infantile  Death  Rate  af  Illegitimate  babies  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births: 


1952  ~ 62.5 

1951  - 76.92 


England  .and  Tales:  Infantile  Death  Rote  per  1,000  live  births-. 

1952  - 27.6 

1951  - 29.6 


It  v-/’ill  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a decrease  in  the 
Infantile  Death  Rato.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
a year  old  was  10,  compared  r.ith  14  in  19  51.  Thile  it  .is 
regrettable^  that  the  death  rate  should  be  so  high  in  a 
Rural  district  it  must  bo  remembered  that  the  still-births 
remained  and  the  dividing  line  between  babies  born  dead  and 
those  dying  soon  after  birth  is  not  easily  defined.  Pive 
of  the  infant  deaths  occurred  vlthin  four  weeks  of  birth. 
Causes  of  death  included  pre-maturity,  congenital  defects, 
and  tumours.  • 

SECTION  B. 


.General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  ^roa. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authcrit''/. 

Me^Ucal  Officer  of  Health: 

D.J.  Fraser,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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S.-initor'^  InsTDCctors: 

D. O.  Mcrodith  Jones,  M.S.I.A. 

F.G.  Perry,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Water  Engineer: 

E. A.  Iddon,  A.M.I.  I.UN.E. 

Laboratory  Facilities:  Public  Health  Laboratories 

Con  ay  and  Birkenhead. 

Ambulance  Foci  ^ j ti  os:__  Pi-ovidcd  hy  the  Flintshire 

County  C-uncii.  ALiibulanc  os  are  stationed  at  Flint, 

H;-lynell,  iiold  , ani  Prestatyn.  Sitting  case  cars  are 
provided  by  nrr":ngom  nit  nith  the  County  Welfare  Deportment. 

Other  services  arc  nr-r-ided  by  the  County  Council: 

Home  Helps. 

Home  Nursing. 

Domiciliary  Mid“ifery. 

Health  visiting. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Tuberculosis  Health  visiting. 

Mental  health  visiting. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  care  and  aftercare. 

Ante-natal  clinics. 

School  clinics  and  Medical  E>:omination  of  School  Children. 
Infant  Welfare  clinics. 

Vaccination  (by  arrangem ant ) by  local  medical  practitioners. 
Dental  inspection  cond  clinics. 

Provided  by  the  Pogional  Hospital  Board  are: 

Hosnital  and  out-natlont  clinic  facilities. 

Tuberculosis  clinics  and  sanatorium  accomodation. 

Mental  hosnital  facilities. 


5 


SECTION  C 


Water  Supply. 


The  Yi/ater  supply  in  t)ic  Co’'n(’.il’s  statutory  area 
has  been,  in  general,  satis  ■'  Cuiry  in  quo.lity  and 
quantity.  Samples  frim  'U'c  ?.  s;  \-.cjs  have  l^on 
variable.  The  local  r ".'O  rcf;ularly  dCI.oscd 

with  Chlorine,  In  Aiv’usL,  C-.srvr/s  Parish  and  RIostyn 
had  their  supply  d i'or  I’oui*  vKUiks  o’;ing  to 

the  inability  ox*  j’lrkenliuad  Corporation  to  moot  tho 
demand.  This  was  duo  to  the  poor  rainfall  earlier  in 
the  year. 

Work  is  progressing  on  tho  now  joint  trunk  main 
and  to  date  approximately  5 miles  of  mains  have  boon 
laid. 


Tho  Council  have  renewed  2,101  yards  of  Y/ator 
mains  throughout  the  district. 

Details  of  Water  Supply  within  the  area  aro:- 


(a)  Direct  to  houses 

No,  of  houses 
4,4-51, 

( b ) S t andp  xp  o s upp Ij 

No  of  houses 
1,983, 

Sevjorago  and  Sov.'ggo  ]>'!  snos  g]. , 


Population  (estimated) 
13,355. 


P opulati  OH'  ( o s t imat  ed ) 
6^x949 


Tho  sewage  disposal  v;orks  have  received  regular 
maintenance,  A complaint  was  rocoivod  from  the  Doe 
& Clwyd  River  Board  regarding  the  condition  of  tho 
settling  tanks  at  Argood,  The  analysis  of  a sample 
was  however  satis f act oi*y. 

Schemes  of  sewerage  for  Soughton,  Whit ford 
Village  afTC  still  being  considered  by  the  Ministry, 
The  Council  have  agreed  on  a programme  of  sewerage 
schemes  for  construction. 


Public  Cleansing, 

The  Council  have  a direct  labour  scheme  of  Public 
Cleansing  covering  part  of  the  district  comprising  of 
tho  Parishes  of  V/hitford,  Llanasa,  Newmarket  Gwaonysgor 
Ysceifiog  and  Northop  and  the  major  part  of  Mold  Rural, 
Three  lorries  are  in  use  for  this  purpose,  each  with  a 
capacity  of  10  cubic  foot,  and  15  men  are  employed  full 
time  with  this  vjork,  Tho  remaining  parishes  are  done 
on  a contract  basis.  The  direct  labour  scheme  v/hich 
was  put  into  operation  in  1948  is  v;orking  very  satis- 
factorily, and  shows  groat  improvement  upon  tho  old 
method  of  lotting  oxit  this  work  to  contractors.  It  is 
hoped  eventually  tlxat  the  v;hole  area  will  bo  covered 
by  direct  labour. 

Rivers  and  Streams , 


Some  complaints  v;ore  received,  and  samples  wore 
taken  and  the  result  proved  satisfactory  in  all  cases. 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  a large  number  of  Camping  sites  in  tho 
area,  chiefly  in  the  coastal  district  of  tho  Parish  of 
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Llanasa,  Diiring  the  SniirniGP  months  thopo  is  a 
cons Idopablc  influx  of  holiday -makops  fpom  the 
industPial  apoos  of  Lancashipo  and  tho  Midlands. 
Regulap  visits  aro  paid  to  those  camping  sites 
and  all  sites  s.pe  ■'well  opganized  and  maintained 
by  the  ownops  who  have  ppovldod  main  watep,  pofuse 
pocoptaclos  and  lavatopy  accommodation. 

Snokd  ^batom.ont. 

Wo  complaints  wepo  peccived  duping  the  yoap, 

Epadication  of  Bod  Bugs. 

No  case  of  bug  infestation  was  found  duping 
the  yoap. 

Schools . 

Pepiodical  visits  ape  paid  to  all  schools  in 
the^ distpict . Wliilst  tho  nowup  schools  ape  quite 
satisfactopy,  sanitation  in  many  of  the  Rupal 
Schools  is  poop  leaving  much  to  bo  dosipod. 
Inadequate  dpainago  and  pail  closet  systems  apo 
not  satisfactopy. 

SECTION  D. 


Ho  us  in, a . 


A consldopablo  amount  of  tlmo  is  spent  by  the 
Depaptment’s  staff  on  housing  inspection,  il  gpeat 
many  of  the  complaints  pocoived  came  fpom  ppopcpties 
which  cannot^ bo  apppociably  imppovod  on  account  of  tho 
gonopal  condition  of  the  ppopeptios,  which  in  most 
cases  apo  of  a type  which  should  bo  dealt  v/ith  undcp 
tho  Act  of  1936.  Twenty  foup  Statutopy  notices  wopo 
scpvod  in  1952  which  necessitated  sevepal  po-visits  in 
each  case,  taking  up  a gpeat  deal  of  time  in  an  apoa 
covoping  apppoximatoly  90  squapo  miles. 

Now  Council  Houses  completed  in  1952  74 

Nov;  Council  Houses  undep  cons tpuct ion  at 

^ ^ , 31.12.52.  16 

Rpivate  houses  completed  in  1952.  15 

SECTION  E. 


Shops  Inspection. 

All  shops  in  tho  apca  wopo  visitod  duping  tho 
yoap  and  the  Statutopy  ppovlsions  pelating  thepoto 
WOPO  onfopcod.  Some  imppovomonts  v;epo  cappied  out 
in  a^nunibop  of  ppcmisos  whcpo  food  is  ppepapcd  under 
Section  13  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  193f,  all 
promises  whore  food  is  prepared  op  exposed  for  sale 
received  visits  during  tho  year.  Leaflets  wore 
distributed  to  all  food  traders  in  an  attempt  to  make 
them^and  their  staffs  conscious  of  the  dangers 
arising  from  the  bad  handling  of  food.  Clean  food 
lectures  wore  given  in  several  parishes,  and  the 
response  of  the  public  and  members  of  the  food  trade 
was  encouraging. 
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SECTION  Y 


Prevalence  of  ond  Control  over  I'^fectious  and  other 
Notifiable  Diseases. 

Notifiable  Diseases  - 19  5^. 


Ei eeasQs. 


C-ases  Notified  Deaths 
I CorrcctoT] 


Scarlet  Fever 
?/ho oping  Cough 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measl  es 
Pneumoni a 
Diphtheria 

Parat3^hoid  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


19 

49 

121 

50 
1 


1 


10 


To  to  Is: 


241 


10 


\ 


S* 


Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
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The  19  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  at  intervals 
throughout  the  year.  Most  of  the  Vvhooping  Cough  was 
reported  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  while  measles 
was  most  prevalent  in  the  first  quarter.  Of  the 
pneumonias,  37  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year. 
There  were  10  deaths  from  this  complaint. 


Tho  diphtheria  caso  occurred  in  a girl  employed 
in  a local  works.  The  diagnosis  was  made  when  the 
patient  had  almost  recovered.  The  family  was 
examined  and  kept  under  supervision  and  there  were  no 
further  cases.  This  patient  had  not  been  immunised 
against  ciphthoria. 


Th  oro 
year.  ITo 
there  were 
dy sen try. 


were  3 deaths  fi’om  Influenza  during  the 
coses  of  poliomyelitis  were  reported,  and 
no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  or  of 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  cases  notified  during  tlio  year  1952. 

Age  Groups  Resuirator;/  Non-respirator^? 

M F M F 


0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 


1 

1 

2 2 

1 3 

1 2 

1 1 

2 
1 


1 


1 

i 

1 


All  ages 


10  8 


1 3 


During  the  year  there  were  18  new  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified,  and  4 cases  of  non- 
pulraonary  tuberculosis  (compared  with  25  and  3 in 
1951).  Two  pulmonary  cases  were  transfers  from  other 
d i st  ri  c t s . 

There  were  2 deaths  from  'pulraonar:/  tuberculosi  s 
and  one  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  total  3 
compared  with  4 in  1951. 

I am  certain  that  the  close  co-operation  existing 
between  general  practitioners,  the  chest  Physicians  and 
the  County  Council  Health  Vis  ting  Staff  is'  leading  to 
the  earlier  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  cases,  and  their 
quicker  restoration  t^  good  health.  The  housing  conditions 
of  many  notified  cases  are  bad,  and  I trust  that  the 
Housing  Committee  will  continue  to  give  such  cases 
sympathetic  consideration. 


10. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1957  and  1948. 


Part  1 of  tho  Act« 
InspectioriG . 
Premises . 


(i)Eactories  in  ^/hich 
Sections  1,2,3,- ,s..6  ore 
to  be  enforced  by  loco 
Authorities. 

( ii  ) Facto  ri  es  no t 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 


Totals 


No.  on 
Regi st er 

Insp  ec- 
tions 

Number  of 
v/ritten  Occupiers 
Notices.  Prosecutiod. 

1 

T1 

58 

12 

- 

12 

18 

- 

_ 

53 

76 

12 

- 

Cases  in  which  defects  wer e f ound 


Found 


(S.l) 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding  (s.2) 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
including  offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 


S.6) 


( not 


3 

2 

1 


Remedied 


3 

2 

1 


Totals  10  10 

Part  VIII  o f t he  Act. 

Outwork 


ITIL 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


